
OLOM Summer Reading 2013 

Grades 4 – 5 

 

Students entering grades 4 – 5 are required to complete summer reading prior to the start of 

the 2013-2014 school year start.  Each grade is assigned two books; one is a required book that 

all students of the grade will read, and the second will be chosen from the choices provided.  

Students will be assessed on their knowledge of the plot, characters, setting, and conflicts of 

the novels within the first few days of school.  Assessments may be given in the form of written 

or oral book reports, group projects, or tests.  Students are encouraged to take notes, highlight, 

or journal while reading to ensure comprehension of the summer reading novels. Please see 

the following novel lists for the grade level your child will be entering. 

 

Entering 4th Grade 

4th Grade Required Book 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 

4th Grade Book Choices – Choose One 

Bongo Fishing by Thatcher Hurd 

Eight Keys by Suzanne LaFleur 

Escape by Night: A Civil War Adventure by Laurie Myers 

The Secret Kingdom: Chronicles of the Red King, Book 1 by Jenny Nimmo 

Trundle’s Quest by Allan Jones 

Waiting for the Magic by Patricia MacLachlan 

 

 

Entering 5th Grade 

5th Grade Required Book 

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett 

5th Grade Book Choices – Choose one 

Bongo Fishing by Thatcher Hurd 

Eight Keys by Suzanne LaFleur 

Escape by Night: A Civil War Adventure by Laurie Myers 

The Secret Kingdom: Chronicles of the Red King, Book 1 by Jenny Nimmo 

Trundle’s Quest by Allan Jones 

Waiting for the Magic by Patricia MacLachlan 

 

  



Book Choices 
Grades 4 & 5 

 
 Bongo Fishing by Thatcher Hurd. 240 pages.  
Young Jason gets a surprise one day when a UFO in the shape of a 1960 Dodge Dart crash-lands in a 
vacant lot near his home. When he investigates, he meets a small, elderly alien named Sam. The two 
become friends and have adventures such as heading into space to go Bongo fishing. Jason even meets 
Sam’s wife Edna. Unfortunately, he also meets the evil Dr. Effrem Zimburger, intent on using alien 
technology to his own ends.  
 
Eight Keys by Suzanne LaFleur. 224 pages.  
Elise does not expect middle school to be very different, but she soon realizes that there are lots of 
changes. Her best friend Franklin is embarrassing her. Her locker mate is smashing her lunch. Homework 
is harder. Elise struggles and tries to understand the changes in her life, but it will take a key to start her 
in the right direction. Will the key she finds open one of the mysterious eight doors in the barn? What 
she discovers in the room she unlocks will help her find her way.  
 
Escape by Night: A Civil War Adventure by Laurie Myers. Illustrations by Amy June Bates. 128 pages.  
While watching a hospital wagon roll through his Georgia town, Tommy sees one of the soldiers drop a 
notebook. He returns the notebook and befriends the man named Red. Later, Tommy learns that Red is 
a Union soldier hiding in Confederate clothing. As Red improves, Tommy must decide if he will help Red 
escape. His decision will change the life of more than one person. This book is inspired by a boyhood 
event in the life of President Woodrow Wilson  
 
The Secret Kingdom: Chronicles of the Red King, Book 1 by Jenny Nimmo. 224 pages.  
This first book in the series Chronicles of the Red King introduces us to brother and sister Timoken and 
Zobayda. Using three gifts given to them by a jinni – the web of the last moon spider, a magic ring, and 
the Alixir of Youth – the two are forced to flee their peaceful kingdom in search of a new home. If you 
enjoyed the Charlie Bone series, this prequel, The Secret Kingdom, is the book for you.  
 
Trundle’s Quest by Allan Jones. Illustrations by Gary Chalk. 160 pages.  
Heading home after lighting the lamps in his island home of Shiverstones, hedgehog Trundle Boldoak is 
surprised by the appearance of Esmeralda Lightfoot. She insists the Trundle is destined to find the Six 
Crowns of the Badgers of Power. Before Trundle knows it, he is involved in the adventure of his life, 
running from pirates, stowing away on a windship, and traveling to distant lands. Is Esmeralda right? 
Will he find the crowns? Can he escape the pirates?   
 
Waiting for the Magic by Patricia MacLachlan. Illustrations by Amy June Bates. 160 pages.  
In this chapter book, William, a fifth-grader, and his baby sister, four-year-old Elinor, weather a time of 
family changes. To help the children deal with their father leaving, their mother visits the animal shelter 
with them. They adopt four dogs and a cat. Not long after, Elinor and William realize they can hear and 
understand their pets talking.   
 

 

 

 
 


